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DETAILED ACTION 

Drawings 

The drawings were received on 8/4/08. These drawings are acceptable. 
Claim Objections 

Claims 1, 3, 5, 8, and 13 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
Claim 1 : The limitation "each outer cover portion" in line 9 of the claims lacks 

proper antecedent basis. Examiner suggests replacing "outer cover portion" with --outer 

cover--. 

The limitation "each cover portion" in lines 9-10 lacks proper antecedent basis. 
Examiner suggests replacing "each cover portion" with -each outer cover--. 

The limitation "said first and second cover portion" in line 13 of the claim lacks 
proper antecedent basis. Examiner suggests replacing "said first and second cover 
portion" with -said first and second outer cover-. 

Claim 3 : The limitation "said first and second cover portion" in line 17 of the claim 
lacks proper antecedent basis. Examiner suggests replacing "said first and second 
cover portion" with -said first and second outer cover-. 

Claim 5 : The limitation "each cover portion" in line 10 of the claim lacks proper 
antecedent basis. Examiner suggests replacing "each cover portion" with -each outer 
cover-. 
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The limitation "said first and second cover portion" in line 14 of the claim lacks 
proper antecedent basis. Examiner suggests replacing "said first and second cover 
portion" with --said first and second outer cover-. 

Claim 8 : The limitation "said first and second cover portion" in line 13 of the 
claim lacks proper antecedent basis. Examiner suggests replacing "said first and 
second cover portion" with -said first and second outer cover-. 

Claim 13 : The limitation "each outer cover portion" in line 1 1 of the claims lacks 
proper antecedent basis. Examiner suggests replacing "outer cover portion" with -outer 
cover-. 

The limitation "each cover portion" in lines 11-12 lacks proper antecedent basis. 
Examiner suggests replacing "each cover portion" with -each outer cover--. 

The limitation "said first and second cover portion" in line 14 of the claim lacks 
proper antecedent basis. Examiner suggests replacing "said first and second cover 
portion" with -said first and second outer cover-. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

Claims 1-4 and 13-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Japanese Patent (JP 04-48059). 
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With regards to claim 1 : Japanese Patent discloses a joint for a trim panel 
comprising: 

a first outer cover (1 1 ) having an inner surface, an outer surface and a 
connector portion (17) formed therein (figs. 1-3); 

a second outer cover (12) having an inner surface, an outer surface and a 
connector portion (18) formed therein (figs. 1-3); 

a connector platform (15) having an outer surface and a first connector portion 
(15b) and a second connector portion (15b), the first connector portion (15b) connected 
to the first outer cover connector portion (17) and the second connector portion (15b) 
connected to the second outer cover connector portion (18), wherein each outer cover 
portion connector portion (17, 18) is disposed along a respective joint line edge of each 
outer cover (11,12) and includes a plurality of receptacles (holes) and the first and 
second connector portions (15b) of the connector platform (15) include a plurality of 
protrusions (15b) extending from the connector platform outer surface, and the 
protrusions (15b) engage the receptacles (holes) wherein the inner surfaces of the first 
and second cover portion contact the outer surface of the connector platform (15) (figs. 
1-3). 

With regards to claim 2 : Japanese Patent further discloses a joint cover (16) 
overlying the connector platform (15), the joint cover (16) covering the connection 
between the connector platform first connector portion (15b) and the first outer cover 
connector portion (17) and the joint cover (16) covering the connection between the 
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connector platform second connector portion (15b) and the second outer cover 
connector portion (18) (figs. 1-3). 

Note the claims are directed solely to the trim panel. As such, language 
directed to the orientation such as "overlying" is considered nomenclature as the 
panel can be rotated so as to have over cover overlying the connector platform. 

With regards to claim 3 : Japanese Patent discloses a joint for a trim panel 
comprising: 

a first outer cover (1 1 ) having an inner surface, an outer surface, a joint line 
edge and a connector portion (17) formed therein, the connector portion (17) 
comprising a plurality of receptacles (holes) disposed along the first outer cover joint 
line edge, the receptacles comprising through holes (figs. 1-3); 

a second outer cover (1 2) having an inner surface, an outer surface, a joint line 
edge and a connector portion (18) formed therein, the connector portion (18) 
comprising a plurality of receptacles (holes) disposed along the second outer cover 
joint line edge, the receptacles comprising through holes (figs. 1-3); 

a connector platform (15) having an outer surface and a first connector portion 
(15b) and a second connector portion (15b), the first and second connector portion 
comprising a plurality of protrusions (figs. 1-3); 

wherein the protrusions (15b) of the first connector portion of the connector 
platform (1 5) extend into the receptacles (holes) of the first outer cover (1 1 ) to form a 
connection between the connector platform first connector portion and the first outer 
cover connector portion (figs. 1-3); and 
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wherein the protrusions (15b) of the second connector portion of the connector 
platform (1 5) extend into the receptacles (holes) of the second outer cover (1 1 ) to form 
a connection between the connector platform second connector portion (15b) and the 
second outer cover connector portion (18), wherein the inner surfaces of the first and 
second cover (11, 12) contact the outer surface of the connector platform (15). 

With regards to claim 4 : Japanese further disclose a joint cover (16) overlying 
the connector platform (15), the joint cover (16) covering the connection between the 
connector platform first connector portion (15b) and the first outer cover connector 
portion (17) and the joint cover (16) covering the connection between the connector 
platform second connector portion (15b) and the second outer cover connector portion 
(18) (figs. 1-3). 

With regards to claim 13 : Japanese Patent discloses a method for forming a 
joint for a trim panel comprising: 

providing a first outer cover (1 1 ) having an inner surface, an outer surface and a 
connector portion (17) formed therein (figs. 1-3); 

providing a second outer cover (12) having an inner surface, an outer surface 
and a connector portion (18) formed therein (figs. 1-3); 

providing a connector platform (15) having an outer surface and a first connector 
portion (15b) and a second connector portion (15b) (figs. 1-3), 
connecting the first connector portion (15b) to the first outer cover connector portion 
(17) and connecting the second connector portion (15b) to the second outer cover 
connector portion (18), wherein each outer cover portion connector portion (17, 18) is 
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disposed along a respective joint line edge of each outer cover (11, 12) and includes a 
plurality of receptacles (17, 18) and the first and second connector portions (15b) of 
the connector platform (15) include a plurality of protrusions, and the protrusions 
engage the receptacles wherein the inner surfaces of the first and second cover portion 
(17,18) contact the outer surface of the connector platform (15) (figs. 1-3). 

With regards to claim 14 : Japanese Patent discloses providing a joint cover (16) 
and overlying the connector platform (1 5) with the joint cover (16), wherein the joint 
cover (16) covers the connection between the connector platform first connector 
portion (15b) and the first outer cover connector portion (17) and the joint cover (16) 
covers the joint between the connector platform second connector portion (15b) and 
the second outer cover connector portion (18) (figs. 1-3). 

Note the claims are directed solely to the trim panel. As such, language 
directed to the orientation such as "overlying" is considered nomenclature as the 
panel can be rotated so as to have over cover overlying the connector platform. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

Claims 5-10 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Knox et al. (US 5,901 ,977) in view of Japanese Patent (JP 04-48059). 
With regards to claim 5 : Knox et al. discloses a trim panel comprising: 
a first outer cover (A) having an inner surface (fig. 2); 
a second outer cover (B) having an inner surface (fig. 2); 
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a joint comprising the first outer cover (A) and the second outer cover (B) 
connected to a connector (40) (figs. 2-3B); and 

a substrate (30) held in spaced relationship to the first outer cover (A) and the 
second outer cover (B), the spaced relationship comprising foam (24) (figs. 2-3B). 

Knox et al. discloses everything previously mentioned, but fails to disclose each 
outer cover includes a connector portion along a respective joint line edge of each 
cover portion and formed therein, the outer cover connector portions including a 
plurality of receptacles, a connector platform including first and second connector 
portions having plurality of protrusions engaged the receptacles, wherein the inner 
surfaces of the first and second cover portion contact the outer surface of the 
connector platform. 

However, Japanese Patent discloses a panel having a first outer cover, (11) 
second outer cover (12), wherein each cover includes a connector portion (17, 18) 
along a respective joint line edge of each cover portion and formed therein, the outer 
cover connector portions (17, 18) including a plurality of receptacles (holes), a 
connector platform (15) including first and second connector portions (15b) having 
plurality of protrusions engaging the receptacles, wherein the inner surfaces of the first 
and second cover (11,12) contact the outer surface of the connector platform (1 5) 
(figs. 1-3). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to substitute the connection of Knox et al. to have each outer 
cover include a plurality of receptacles, a connector platform including first and second 
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connector portions having plurality of protrusions engaging the receptacles, wherein 
the inner surfaces of the first and second cover portion contact the outer surface of the 
connector platform as taught by the Japanese Patent in order to provide a secure 
connection between the first and second outer cover. 

To substitute one known connection for another is considered within the level of 
ordinary skill in the art and would not be expected to yield new or unpredictable results. 
Note the outer skin of Knox et al. may include a weakened area to allow the panel to 
disengage from the connection. As such, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention would recognize to provide a weakened area so as to allow for the panel 
to disengage from a given connection. 




Fig. 2: Knox et al. (US 5,901 ,977) 



With regards to claim 6 : Japanese Patent discloses a joint cover (16) overlying 
the connector platform. 

Note the claims are directed solely to the trim panel. As such, language 
directed to the orientation such as "overlying" is considered nomenclature as the 
panel can be rotated so as to have over cover overlying the connector platform. 
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With regards to claim 7 : Japanese Patent discloses joint cover overlying the 
connector platform includes covering the connection between the first outer cover and 
the connector platform and the connection between the second outer cover and the 
connector platform. 

With regards to claim 8 : Knox et al. discloses a trim panel comprising: 

a first outer cover (A) having an inner surface; 

a second outer cover (B) having an inner surface; 

a joint comprising the first outer cover (A) and the second outer cover (B) 
connected to a connector; 

a substrate (30) formed directly behind the first outer cover (A) and the second 
outer cover (B), comprising a plastic composition (col. 2, lines 59-64). 

Knox et al. discloses everything previously mentioned, but fails to disclose a 
connector portion disposed along a respective joint line edge of each outer cover and 
formed therein, the outer cover connector portions including a plurality of receptacles, 
wherein the connector platform includes first and second connector portions which 
include a plurality of protrusions, and the protrusions engage the receptacles wherein 
the inner surfaces of the first and second cover portion contact the outer surface of the 
connector platform. 

However, Japanese Patent discloses a panel having a first outer cover, (11) 
second outer cover (12), wherein each cover includes a connector portion (17, 18) 
along a respective joint line edge of each cover portion and formed therein, the outer 
cover connector portions (17, 18) including a plurality of receptacles (holes), a 
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connector platform (15) including first and second connector portions (15b) having 
plurality of protrusions engaging the receptacles, wherein the inner surfaces of the first 
and second cover (11, 12) contact the outer surface of the connector platform (1 5) 
(figs. 1-3). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to substitute the connection of Knox et al. to have each outer 
cover include a plurality of receptacles, a connector platform including first and second 
connector portions having plurality of protrusions engaged the receptacles, wherein the 
inner surfaces of the first and second cover portion contact the outer surface of the 
connector platform as taught by Japanese Patent in order to provide a secure 
connection between the first and second outer cover. 

To substitute one known connection for another is considered within the level of 
ordinary skill in the art and would not be expected to yield new or unpredictable results. 
Note the outer skin of Knox et al. may include a weakened area to allow the panel to 
disengage from the connection. As such, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention would recognize to provide a weakened area so as to allow for the panel 
to disengage from a given connection. 

The plastic composition being formed by reaction injection molding renders the 
claim a product by process claim. Determination of patentability is based on the 
product itself. The patentability of a product does not depend on its method of 
production. If the product in the product-by- process claim is the same as or obvious 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/501 ,099 Page 1 2 

Art Unit: 3633 

from a product of the prior art, the claim is unpatentable even though the prior product 
was made by a different process. MPEP 21 13. 

With regards to claim 9 : Japanese Patent discloses a joint cover (16) overlying 
the connector platform (15). 

Note the claims are directed solely to the trim panel. As such, language 
directed to the orientation such as "overlying" is considered nomenclature as the 
panel can be rotated so as to have over cover overlying the connector platform. 

With regards to claim 10 : Japanese further disclose a joint cover (16) overlying 
the connector platform (15), the joint cover (15) covering the connection between the 
connector platform first connector portion (15b) and the first outer cover connector 
portion (17) and the joint cover (16) covering the connection between the connector 
platform second connector portion (15b) and the second outer cover connector portion 
(18). 

With regards to claim 12 : Knox et al. further discloses a plastic composition 
comprises polyurethane (col. 2, lines 59-64). 

Claim 11 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Knox et 
al. (US 5,901 ,977) in view of Japanese Patent (JP 04-48059) and in further view of 
Bohm et al. (US 2003/0173801). 

With regards to claim 1 1 : Knox et al., in view of Japanese Patent discloses 
everything previously mentioned, but fails to disclose the plastic composition is 
reinforced with fibers. 
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However, discloses a composite part for used with a vehicle panel having foam 
reinforced with fibers (par. 001 7). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify the foam plastic composition of Knox et al., previously 
modified by Japanese Patent, to include fibers as taught by Bohm et al. in order to 
reinforce the plastic composition for increased durability and resiliency. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Abejon et al. et al. (US 2003/0071475 A1) disclose an accessory attachment 
system for vehicle interiors. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M PEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
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TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JESSIE FONSECA whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7195. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30am-4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Canfield can be reached on (571)272-6840. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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/J. F./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3633 



/Robert J Canfield/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3635 



